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REBECCA KRAAI GIVES 
105 ACRE EASEMENT TO GLT
In the spring of 1983, Douglas and Rebecca Kraai bought several
neighboring farms in the drumlins of Wayne County. Because of their
commitment to protecting the natural health and beauty of the land,
they replaced the previous chemical farming practices with natural,
organic methods.

The farm is rich with natural grass hay fields, woodlands, wetlands
and hedge-rows plus a multitude of  wildlife that use the various
habitats for homes or feed. The Kraais brought about 70 North
American Plains Bison (American Buffalo) to the farm in the fall 
of 1985. Over the years, the Kraais added a retreat-resource center,

plus hiking and ski trails to the property they called Crowfield Farm. The Kraais’ philosophy of
encouraging all to “live peaceful lives” in harmony and respect for all natural creations led them 
to research ways of preserving this land.

When Doug Kraai passed away two years ago, among the many decisions Becky Kraai had to 
face was to consider the future of the land they had acquired and nurtured. Because she regarded
the land as sanctuary, she came to the decision that some should be preserved so that future
generations could always “connect with the beauty of the land, and be open to the peace that 
can come from this.”

In her search for a way to make that happen, Kraai found Genesee Land Trust and Gay Mills. 
“I knew some of the good people on the GLT board . . . and then Gay came to the farm and 
we talked about the preliminary ideas.” Kraai ultimately made the decision to donate to GLT an
easement on 105 acres along Arcadia-Zurich Road that has woods, wetlands and two farm fields.

When asked about the challenge of giving an easement, Becky said, “Gay has kept the process
moving along without pressuring me or hurrying me. Genesee Land Trust has offered respect and
much information and support in my process.” 

(Continued on inside page)

Doug and Becky Kraai. Photo reprinted with
permission of the Democrat and Chronicle.  
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GENESEE LAND TRUST EXTENDS A HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO . . . 
Dave Armanini and Rick Marx for their help in the field; Tim Fitzgerald of Harris, Beach, LLP for
his legal assistance on agricultural conservation easements; Leo Kesselring and Rachel Edwards
for their facilitation skills; Carolyn Hunt and Craig Smith for board training; Kevin Clar for
writing checks; Karen Arbegast for helping with this newsletter and auction items; Andy
Wheatcraft, Carolyn Hunt and Judy Lemoncelli for their enthusiasm for fundraising; Dave
Ferriter, Fran McCarthy, Elsa Schafer and Warren Elvin for their hard work at Hipp Brook this
summer; Eric Grace of Genesee Valley Conservancy for his thoughtful cooperation; Peter Woods at
ESL Federal Credit Union and Rick Leszyk for their legal assistance; Robert Kraus, Diane Cass and
Suzanne Wheatcraft for their research on the details; Nancy Bolger, contributor, Kathy Lindsley,
editor, and Windsor Street Design for this newsletter.

A Special Thank You . . . 
Earth Action Club at Greece Arcadia High School and Harley School Environmental Club 
for their support.

Becky Kraai offers this advice regarding both the idea and the process of giving
conservation easements: “Unless we want suburban sprawl everywhere, I suggest that 
those who can help to preserve some land do so. I like to think of places like Durand
Eastman Park and how thoughtful it was to preserve land for so many people and animals 
to use. The process is one that needs thought and trust.”

Trust President Thomas Tette, speaking on behalf of the Board of Directors, acknowledges
this gift “with gratitude.”

“We thank Becky Kraai for her thought and trust.” ■

GENESEE LAND TRUST FRIENDS 2004
The following members recognized the importance of protecting land in perpetuity 
by donating to the 2004 Friends of Genesee Land Trust Stewardship Fund:

Mary Judith Abbott, Domenico and Michele Liguori Alampi, Ann Baker, James and Jean
Barlow, Robert and Kathryn Barrett, Mary Berk, Robert and Pat Blackmun, Martha Blair,
Raymond C. Bottner, Broccolo Tree and Lawn Care, Christopher Brown and Suzanne Bell, 
Eric and Lee Caine, Ken and Melissa Carlson, Diane and Roger Cass, Alfred and Patricia Clark,
Ned W. Corman, Gay R. Daniels, Gail Doran, Dorothy Dow, Bill and Rachel Edwards, 
Ruth M. Estes, Julia Everitt and Lucian Waddel, Mary Vernon Fisher, Kevin Fleissig, Alleen
Fraser, Margaret M. Freeman, Harry and Marion Fulbright, Larry and Robyn Gage, Robert and
Susan Presberg Greene, F. H. Harding, Marcia Hargrave, Paul D. Heller, J. Douglas and 
Dianne Hickerson, James and Carolyn Hunt, Gwyneth Hunting, Lawrence Jones and Vera
Versteeg, John and Janice Kaufman, Shirley Kessler, Elthea King, Elaine Kraus, Robert Kraus,
Karen Kyle, Susan Lander, David and Dorothy Leidig, Judith F. Lemoncelli, Anthony and
Norma Leone, Eric and Laurie Mann, Robert and Hedy Marcotte, Henry and Annabelle 
Martin, William McIlvride, Madeira Meader, David and Nancy Middleton, Gay Mills, John 
and Hildegard Mitchell, John and Jeanne Morelli, John and Ruth Morton, Stephen and 
Theo Munson, Sherry Murrman, Kinloch and Georgia Nelson, John O’Brien and Patricia
Provvidenza, Gerald and Joanne Paradies, Frank and Frances Peale, Bruce Peyser and 
Cynthia Shortell, Frank and Carol Porter, Howard and Margaret Potter, Donald and Robin
Pulver, Alan and Suzanne Robinson, Sherry Romanczyk, Stephen and Elise Rosenfeld, 
William T. Rudman, Alvani and Carol Santos, Allen and Carol Schacht, Susan Schilling, 
Joan Schumaker, Anna Sears, Gary and Diane Shirley, Lynn Slowik, Craig and Theresa Smith,
Janet Buchanan Smith, Michael Smith, Allan Sowinski and Andrea Billin, Tim and Kathy
Spencer, Ann H. Stevens and William J. Shattuck, Robert and Mary Stevenson, David and
Elizabeth Stewart, David and Alison Stewart, Pamela Stiles and Paul Tankel, Ann Swett,
Thomas Tette, Elizabeth Thorndike, Don and Donna Traver, Thomas Warth, Rick and Betsy
Waugh, Stephen C. Weber, Peter and Elizabeth Webster, Walter and Betty Werther, Andrew
and Suzanne Wheatcraft, Carol Whitbeck, Anne Whitman, Thomas K. Witt, Terrance Yount. ■

A GLT conservation easement now
protects the Kraai’s farm forever.

WELCOME TO NEW
MEMBERS . . .
Romolo Celli, Heather Foti, Kathryn Franz,
Sharon and Bill Galbraith, Malinda
Gaskamp, Diana Green, Isabel Kaplan,
Melissa Lamphron, Herbert and Virginia
Lehman, David and Margit Brazda Poirier,
Colleen Roof, Debbie Stein, James Talpey,
and to our new business members: The
Honeoye Falls Facility of Southco Inc. ■

IN HONOR OF . . .
Luther and Iris Miller’s wedding
anniversary, from Carol Doty and 
James and Nancy MacWhinney 

Ann Baker, from Nicholson Baker 
and Margaret Brentano Baker. ■

PLEASE PLAN TO HELP
Want to really make a difference? Consider
including Genesee Land Trust in your 
will or estate plan. Planned giving 
is a simple way to combine philanthropy
with financial planning and can help 
you manage your future while playing 
an important role in the protection of our
region’s natural habitats. These gifts can
offer significant financial or tax benefits
while ensuring that future generations 
will enjoy the open space you treasure
today. For more information on how 
you can make a planned gift, call 
Gay Mills at 256-2130. ■

(Continued from front page) 



HIPP BROOK PROJECTS IMPROVE
ACCESS
The Hipp Brook Preserve has seen a number of changes in the past year. The Town 
of Penfield improved the Wild Iris Path to accommodate access to the sanitary sewers that
cross a corner of the preserve. Visitors will find the trail wider and drier in places, with 
a new boardwalk across a section of cattails and sedges.

Most of the town’s work has been completed. Over the summer, neighbors Elsa Schafer
and Warren Elvin organized neighbors, and local Boy Scouts were recruited by Nick Hotto 
to work on a section of the path that had not been improved by the town.

Two Eagle Scout-led projects along Hipp Brook itself helped restore wetland habitat 
that had been disturbed when the brook was cleaned out last year as part of the town’s
drainage district work. Working with Penfield’s town engineer Jeff Benway, Kevin
Tkatchuk and Justin McCarthy recruited volunteers to block some side ditches that had
been opened, and to plant hundreds of spicebush saplings, lizardtail and cardinal flowers
along the brook.

“Hipp Brook Preserve is blessed with many neighbors who help us so much,” commented
Land Trust Executive Director Gay Mills. “It has been a busy year at the preserve. We will
all be able to enjoy the results of the hot, buggy work done by so many wonderful
volunteers.” ■

BROOKDALE SIGNS RECEIVE
FUNDING
The Genesee Valley Chapter of the New York Water Environment Association awarded
Genesee Land Trust $300 toward the development of informational signs for the 
Brookdale Preserve.

“We have been faced with ongoing problems of ATV and off-road vehicle incursions 
into Brookdale Preserve,” said John Morelli, Land Management chair. “With help from 
Sun Oil Co. and RG&E we have closed off a number of access points with gates, and now
the new signs will educate visitors about the impact ATVs have on the habitat and wildlife
of Brookdale.”

The NYWEA became aware of the problems at Brookdale Preserve through one of the
Rochester Institute of Technology students who helped survey the site last year.

“Thank you to NYWEA for their support of this important series of signs,” says Morelli, 
a professor in RIT’s environmental management and technology program. ■

FROM THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
Dear Members,

I was invited to canoe on Salmon Creek
in the Town of Greece the other day. 
It was very windy so paddling was hard
work, but it was absolutely wonderful.

Out on the creek in the middle 
of the Genesee Land Trust Salmon Creek
preserve—40 acres of protected
wetlands—I thought: 

We are so lucky to have such vibrant
natural habitats right here in our
community.

I should do this more often!
I am so proud that GLT’s efforts have

protected this place forever.
Towns, organizations, and individuals 

who care—together we can guarantee the
future for wildlife habitat and open lands. 

Genesee Land Trust’s protected lands like
Salmon Creek are something to share. And
we should share them more often.

Hikes, wildflower walks, canoe rides, 
bird watching, cross country skiing, and
owl prowls are all wonderful ways to
experience the interesting habitats and
spaces that Genesee Land Trust has
protected. If you are interested in walks 
on our preserves, if you think you would
enjoy leading a bird or flower walk, 
or would like to see more activities 
on our protected lands, I hope you will
contact me.

We would like to share the wonders 
of the 1,500 acres of streams, woods,
swamps, meadows under our protection,
but need volunteers to help.

Join me out there!

Gay Mills
TAKING A BREAK: 
Marshall Strang, Steven and Greg Pritchard and Jeff
Hotto at Hipp Brook Preserve. Others who helped were
Boy Scouts P.J. Gerlach, Pat Curran, Chris Walker, Dave
Elliott, Nick Hotto, and neighbors June Bailey, Elsa and
Phil Schaefer, Warren Elvin and Justin McCarthy.

HIPP BROOK HELPERS:
Ken Tkatchuk, Andy Tkatchuk, Kevin Tkatchuk, Dave Ferriter, Justin McCarthy, Frances
McCarthy, Peter Morris and David Morris gather after planting spicebush along Hipp Brook.



Colleen Roof 
is GLT’s new
treasurer.

TREASURER TAKES OFFICE
Colleen Roof has been elected GLT treasurer
and board member. Roof, an accountant 
for the firm of Daly, Sirianni & Co., hails
from North Tonawanda and was married 
last year. The Roofs love the outdoors and
enjoy hiking, canoeing, kayaking, skiing
and visiting the family’s camp on the Tug
Hill Plateau. Roof is also a gardener,
craftsperson and photographer.

“I am really excited to be given this
opportunity,” Roof says. “I believe this 
is a great cause and am proud to be a part
of GLT.”

DAMAGE PATROL
Melissa Lamphron, Lorna Wright, Kathryn
Franz, John Morelli and Tom Witt were 
part of a group of volunteers who gathered
June 12 to survey the 275-acre Brookdale
Preserve. Pairs of volunteers armed with
maps, aerial photos, measuring tapes,
cameras, bug spray and walkie-talkies
spread out across the preserve documenting
ATV incursions and damage to be repaired
as well as beautiful woodlands, scenic lanes
and plentiful mosquitoes. After putting
together all of this information, the land
management committee is ready to design
and place new signs, enlist Eagle Scout
projects to deter ATVs and schedule
opportunities to enjoy this terrific preserve
in the middle of Chili.

GLT wishes to thank Lamphron, Wright,
Franz, Morelli, Witt and Ginger Hunneyman,
Andy Wheatcraft, Peter Henry and Dawn
Wendt for their efforts. ■

HATS OFF TO VOLUNTEERS
In travels for the Trust and interactions with other organizations, we have come to learn
how fortunate we are to have so many engaged volunteers furthering our work. More than
once, someone has commented that Genesee Land Trust has a remarkable membership
comprised of a true “working” board of directors and a hard-working volunteer corps. 

Without volunteers, conservation goals would not be met, our preserves would not be
properly monitored and maintained, funding sources would not be found, events could not
happen, gifts would not appear at our door!

In this issue we wish to recognize the contributions of some of our volunteers. While 
it is impossible to mention everyone who has, over the last 15 years, enriched the Genesee
Land Trust, we hope to demonstrate through these examples our sincere gratitude to all 
of you.
—Gay Mills, Executive Director
—Margaret Potter, Assistant Director ■

2004 VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR
Genesee Land Trust honored two of the organization’s
volunteers at its annual meeting in June. 

Art Scissum has been the GLT’s volunteer Web master
since 2003. The Web has become an important tool,
allowing the growing organization to stay connected
to its membership and reach out to the greater
community. When former Web master Silandara
Bartlett gave up the post last year, GLT had to find
someone with the expertise and desire to assume 
this volunteer assignment. Something had to happen
fast—and it did.

GLT called United Way’s “Volunteer Hotline” and
within hours Scissum replied, saying he would be 
glad to take on the job. Since then, he has spent
about a day-and-a-half per month keeping the GLT
Web site up-to- date and attractive. 

A graphic artist who designs labels for the food and
beverage industry at Hammer Lithograph, Scissum
trained in Web design at the New Horizon Computer
Learning Center. He and his wife, Ginger, and their
son, Chauncy, live in Henrietta.

The next time you peruse www.geneseelandtrust.org,
remember there is a GLT volunteer scanning every
photo, formatting every page, inputting every 
new event. 

Tom Witt is a hard-working guy who shrinks like 
a violet from the limelight. It’s difficult to speak 
of his dedication, stamina, persistence without
embarrassing him.

A member of the Trust’s land management committee, Witt struck a unique bargain with
committee chair John Morelli: Witt trades one hour’s hard work in the field for every hour
of meetings that he doesn’t have to attend! In fact, he declined to attend the annual
meeting where he was to be honored. Witt was tracked down subsequently at a work day at
the Brookdale Preserve and given his Volunteer of the Year Certificate and a GLT work hat.

A quality engineer several times retired, Tom Witt learned of the GLT through ADK and
the Genesee Valley Hiking Club. A man of many wheelbarrows and much muscle, Witt is a
man of work for all seasons. ■

Art Scissum, son Chauncy and wife
Ginger paddle on the Genesee
River at GLT’s annual meeting. 

Tom Witt on the (volunteer) job,
helping with the cleanup of an
urban trail last April.



■■ I’ve enclosed a check made out to Genesee Land Trust
■■ Please charge my Visa/MasterCard (circle one) $ ____________________

Card # ______________________________________Exp. Date ____________

Signature________________________________________________________

Please send me:
■■ Information on volunteer opportunities.
■■ Information on how to protect my land.

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City ________________________State _____________ Zip ______________

Phone ___________________________

E-mail ___________________________
Mail to: GLT, 500 East Ave, Suite 200, Rochester, NY 14607. THANK YOU!

MEET THE BOARD:
JUDITH F. LEMONCELLI 
Judith Lemoncelli joined the Board 
of Directors in January of 2004 bringing
her wealth of experience and talent.
Founder of Francis Theodore Associates, 
a consulting firm specializing in capital
campaign planning, board cultivation,
management, and leadership level 
giving, Lemoncelli sparked the GLT 
board to take on new challenges.

Lemoncelli has served as Director of
Philanthropy for The Nature Conservancy,
as well as Director of Development &
Marketing for public television and radio
and has won two national awards for
outstanding achievement in corporate
gift fundraising. She recently earned 
the international distinction of becoming
a “Certified Fundraising Executive” and 
is Chair of the 2004 Great Lakes Regional
Fundraising Conference.

Her work on GLT’s Development
Committee includes chairing the Major
Gifts Subcommittee doing so with 
typical efficiency, good humor and 
an effervescent smile. Lemoncelli 
is appreciated not only for her
professional accomplishments, but 
also her willingness to lend a hand 
at special events, such as the 
Backyard Habitat Tour!

A lover of the Cape Cod Islands,
Lemoncelli contributes to Martha’s
Vineyard Magazine, is completing 
her first novel and has authored 
a book on major gift fundraising 
entitled: “The Gift: Go Get It!” ■

LIVELY LANDSCAPE: 
The Southby garden in
Penfield was one of seven
unique gardens on this year’s
Backyard Habitat Tour.

BACKYARD HABITATS DELIGHT
VISITORS
More than 200 gardening enthusiasts from the Rochester area enjoyed GLT’s second annual
Backyard Habitat Tour June 19. The diversity of gardens—from the Mendon organic farm
and wetlands restoration project of Hickory Smith and Tim Pryor, to Evelyn Kitson’s
woodland habitat found in the heart of the city – proved variety was the spice that
delighted tour-goers. 

The common thread that held together seven very different properties was the attention
paid to providing habitat to wildlife. This sets GLT’s garden tour apart.

Genesee Land Trust wishes to thank the volunteer committee who worked many months
to make this event so successful: Connie Ehindero, Cindy Kindle, Elthea King, Lee Caine,
Ann Baker, Georgia Nelson, Pat Buehlman and Laurie Broccolo. A special thanks goes 
to committee member Jean York for her tireless efforts.

Thanks also to sponsors Broccolo Tree & Lawn and Wegmans Food Markets, and other
businesses that supported this event: Chase Pitkin; Allan Karnas Signs; Harborview Inn;
Boardwalk Design; Char Broil Family Restaurant; David Franke, Landscape Architect;
Garden Design by Joan Lanier; Devisser’s Nursery and Garden Center; The Summit Federal
Credit Union; Lumiere Photo; Olver, Korts, Korona, Russell & Pericak, LLP; ESL Federal
Credit Union; White Oak Nursery; Harry I. Sealfon, CPA, PC; Insero, Kasperski, Ciaccia 
and Co., P.C.; John E. Bernacki Jr., P.C.; High Falls Tree Service; Fresh Link Farms; 
Saxby Implement Corp.; Amica Insurance; Davie, Kaplan, Chapman, Braverman; Pettis 
Pools & Patio; A Different Point of View; Daly Sirianni & Co.; Nixon, Peabody, LLP;
Horticultural Associates of Rochester; Helluva Good Cheese.

Thank you to the volunteer garden greeters: Merri-Lou McKeever, Melissa Lamphron,
Diane Cass, Tom Tette, Cherrie Harder, Judy Lemoncelli, Anna Sears, Ann Baker, Pat
Buehlman, Connie Ehindero, Lee Caine, Gay Mills, Rachel Edwards, Georgia Nelson and
Howard Potter. Photographs were provided by GLT volunteer Gloria Weyerts and
administrative assistance came from Donna Mummery and Karen Arbegast.

Finally, GLT expresses appreciation and admiration to the gardeners: Hickory Smith 
and Tim Pryor, Abby and David Stern, John and Suzanne Olson, Carol and Dave Southby,
Bob and Sandy Mauceli, Evelyn Kitson, and Elaine Good.
—Margaret Potter, Assistant Director

Habitat 2005 is scheduled for June 18. If you would like to participate, call Potter 
at 256-2130 or email her at info@geneseelandtrust.org. Please visit our Web site at
www.geneseelandtrust.org to view more photos of this year’s Backyard Habitat Tour. ■

■■ YES, I’d like to preserve
wildlife habitat, farmland, 
and scenic vistas in the
Greater Rochester area!

■■  $1,000+
■■  $500 - 999
■■  $250 - 499
■■  $100 - 249
■■  $50 - 99
■■  $25 - 49

Your gift is deductible to the full extent
of the law. Member benefits include our
quarterly newsletter, invitations to
special events, and a GLT decal.

BECOME A MEMBER!



PRESENT MOMENT
Land Trust Executive Director Gay Mills,
left, and GLT board member Merri-Lou
McKeever open a new scanner funded
by a Kodak grant.
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KODAK SUPPORTS ‘DOERS’
Kodak’s Dollars for Doers program is a wonderful way to recognize the gift of volunteering. Every 
year Kodak donates thousands of dollars to non-profit organizations in the U.S. to recognize Kodak
employees and their volunteer efforts in their communities. This year Kodak awarded $700 to the
Genesee Land Trust on behalf of Merri-Lou McKeever, Trust board member. McKeever works in the
Presentation Technologies and Consumer Imaging division of Kodak and volunteers on the Trust’s
Development Committee, co-chairing the annual Auction at the Mill and helping with land
management work days, as well as with every special event.

“The Kodak grant has enabled the Trust to improve its records management—an unglamorous but
critical job—with a new computer, scanner and dedicated software that have all been put to use by
our land management intern this summer,” said John Morelli, Land Management Committee Chair.
“Protecting land forever entails a long-term commitment to the stewardship of every preserve and
every conservation easement.” ■


