
FROM DYING BOX ELDER, 
A GARDEN FOR CHILDREN
Five years ago, Chris Young envied her neighbors’ yard, dominated by
a pretty pink flowering tree. She looked at her only backyard tree—an
ugly, dying box elder—and wondered how she would get rid of it.
Then one day she noticed a strange-looking bird creeping down, not
up, the sickly tree. She bought a guidebook and discovered that the
bird was a Nuthatch and that he lived on berries and insects that live
in the nooks and crannies of trees—especially dying and dead trees.
Suddenly the box elder was no longer ugly but a source of sustenance.
At that moment Young became a habitat gardener.

Since that time Young has added shrubs to attract butterflies and birds, started a native plant
sanctuary behind her garage, and added a pond and numerous bird houses to her small Irondequoit
property. From a bench in her backyard, she watches Indigo Buntings stopping by, two Mallards
swimming in the tiny pond, hummingbirds competing for their favorite flowers, a flock of Cedar
Waxwings munching on holly berries in the dead of winter, a skunk family cavorting at midnight
and a rare Redheaded Woodpecker inspecting the dying box elder. Now, after years of study, Chris
Young and her husband, Ray, are the owners of a nationally certified habitat garden and are proud
members of the Genesee Land Trust.

In 2004, Young helped the Trust with Gardenscape, the Native Plant Sale and the Backyard
Habitat Garden Tour. This year, the Young garden is a stop on the tour. With that in mind, Young
called Assistant Director Margaret Potter early last fall to mention that a young neighbor, Leanna
Roelle, a student at Durand Eastman Elementary School in East Irondequoit, was a frequent visitor
to her garden. The youngster was fascinated watching Chris and Ray Young working in the garden.
Young thought that Leanna’s classmates might enjoy having their own habitat garden on school
grounds, knowing what they’d learn about ecosystems and stewardship of the land would be
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FLUTTER BY
A Spice Bush Swallowtail
takes a moment’s rest. 
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GENESEE LAND TRUST EXTENDS A HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO . . . 
The Board of Directors for thoughtful responses to the survey and auction assistance; Cindy
Kindle for support throughout the year; Margit Brazda Poirer, Lorie Bryce, Cherie Harder,
Anna Sears and Karen Arbegast for auction solicitation; Karen Arbegast, John Boettcher, Pat
Buehlman, Ann Baker, Lee Caine, Heather Foti, Melissa Lamphron, Donna Mummery, Georgia
Nelson, Elizabeth von Bacho and Lorna Wright for two bulk mailing parties; Art Scissum for
last minute changes to the GLT Web site; Backyard Habitat Tour Committee for preliminary work
on Tour 2005; Gloria Weyerts, Ray and Chris Young, and Nigel Kent for photos; Chris Young for
help with grants; Dave Armanini and Rick Marx of Nixon Peabody LLP for help with environmental
assessment; Peter Woods of ESL Federal Credit Union, Tim Fitzgerald of Harris, Beach LLP and
Rick Leszyk for legal assistance; David Herring and June Summers for assistance; Scott Copey
for maps; Suzanne Wheatcraft, Kathryn Jensen, Paula Vargas, Liz Henderson, Melissa Carlson,
Rick Griggs and Marianne Simmons for their commitment and help; Kevin Clar for writing
checks; Melissa Lamphron for helping with conservation easement monitoring; Matt Belanger for
his enthusiasm; Don and Donna Traver for sharing their knowledge; Joan Poor for writing; Mona
Rynearson for botanical expertise; Elinor Osborn for long-distance support; Jeff Over for driving
and Jack Bradbury for his persistence; Shawn Dunwoody for his proposal; Carol Southby for
butterfly information; Peter Henry, Lorna Wright and John Morelli for reconnoitering at GC
Meadows Preserve; Tom Tette, Connie Ehindero and Peter Woods for attending the Land Trust
Alliance Rally; Merri-Lou McKeever for use of the projector and ongoing dedication; Tom Frey
and Chris Young for giving GLT presentations; Tom Frey and Jacque Cady-Frey for hosting a
party; Billy Lloyd for collaborative thinking; Weekend Printer; Kathy Lindsley, contributor and
editor, and Windsor Street Design for this newsletter.

invaluable. “Can I build the kids a habitat garden on behalf of Genesee Land Trust?”
Young asked.

To find the answer, Young and Potter visited Bill Ottman, vice principal and director of 
science at Durand Eastman School. The enthusiastic response resulted in clear goals and a
workable timeline for both the school and the Trust. Broccolo Tree and Lawn Care signed on
as an education sponsor to the project, offering technical and material assistance and support.
Young, Ottman and Potter selected a site for the garden at the edge of a playground and
within view of the Young property across the street.

“Instructionally we liked that the garden would be a permanent part of the school campus
that students could utilize in conjunction with their units of study,” Ottman told the Trust.
“We will use this garden to study the butterflies in the third grade, plant responses and
plant parts in the fourth grade and ecosystems in the fifth grade.” 

Chris Young’s generosity with her time and expertise has made the Children’s Habitat Garden
possible, according to Ottman. He envisions that with the development of a curriculum, the
habitat gardening program could be established in most or all of the K-6 school buildings in
the district. The Children’s Habitat Garden at the Durand Eastman School will be a
stop on the Backyard Habitat Garden Tour, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. June 18. This year’s tour
also features two nationally certified habitat gardens, one set outside a potter’s 
studio, a Brighton garden of fruit trees and water feature, three homes in the Park
Avenue section, one historic property harkening back a century or two, a garden 
nestled within a 56 acre property protected by a conservation agreement with Genesee
Land Trust. Tickets will be on sale in the spring. Visit www.geneseelandtrust.org for
more information. ■

A CLOSER LOOK
Chris Young, creator of the Children’s
Habitat Garden, shares her love of nature
with her neighbor, Leanna Roelle.

(Continued from front page) GIFTS IN HONOR OF . . .
Kevin Parker’s birthday from John and
Assunta Strang; Neal and Ann McNabb’s
wedding anniversary from Jim and Nancy
MacWhinney; Suzanne and Andy
Wheatcraft from Mr. and Mrs. David Silver;
Ann McNabb’s birthday from Barb and Al
Scheiner; Ann McNabb’s birthday from Jim
and Nancy MacWhinney. ■

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF . . .
Fred Banazuski from Carolyn Ragan; Ida
Bragg from Daniel and Pamela O’Neill; Leslie
Stevenson from Elaine and Greg Mason;
Patricia M. Morse from Peter and Lynda
Hotra; David VanLare from Jan Miller. ■

PLEASE PLAN TO HELP
Want to really make a difference? Consider
including Genesee Land Trust in your will
or estate plan. Planned giving is a simple
way to combine philanthropy with financial
planning and can help you manage your
future while playing an important role in
the protection of our region’s natural
habitats. These gifts can offer significant
financial or tax benefits while ensuring
that future generations will enjoy the open
space you treasure today. For more informa-
tion on how you can make a planned gift,
call Gay Mills at 585-256-2130. ■



CONTRIBUTIONS OF MANY MADE
AUCTION 2004 SUCCESSFUL
As the temperature soared to the mid-60s on Nov. 6, volunteers transformed the Juniper
Beans Coffee House and Eatery in Honoeye Falls into Auction 2004. Their hard work 
combined with great sponsorship, wonderful donations, excellent food, music and the 
auctioneering talent of Geoff Poor made for a joyous and profitable Land Trust fund-raiser.

The auction was the most successful ever, exceeding the goal of $10,000.
Genesee Land Trust thanks Amica Insurance, M&T Bank, Southco Inc. and Star Headlight

and Lantern Co. for sponsoring this event. Their ongoing support of the work of the Land
Trust is greatly appreciated. 

Many thanks to all who generously donated items for auction: Alan Singer, Beebe Farms,
Bill Gray’s, BON-TON, Canandaigua National Bank, Carolyn Ragan, C.H. Morse, Christine
Sevilla, Connie Ehindero, Diane and Roger Cass, DiBella’s Old-Fashioned Submarines, Dick
Flaherty, Dinosaur Bar-B-Que, Don Henderson, Don Pablo’s Mexican Kitchen, Elegant
Gentleman & Ladies Hair Salon, Howard Potter, Dyer Straights, Eastman Kodak Company,
Elinor Osborn, Eastman Youth Jazz Orchestra, Gardens By Design, Gay Mills, George
Eastman House, Ginger Hunneyman, Gloria Weyerts, Grassroots Shoe Store, Helluva Good
Cheese, Jackie Smith and Elthea King, Janet Buchanan Smith, JaniceMcNamara, Jerry and
Jolene King, Jim Killebec, Joey B’s, John Morelli, Karen Arbegast, Lumiere Photo, Mid-
town Athletic Club, Museum Prints Editions, National Bank of Geneva, Nicholson Baker,
Nigel P. Kent, Richard Marx, RAF Round & Square Dance Club, Rochester Museum & Science
Center, Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra, Rochester Swing Dance Network, Sandra Frankel,
Star Headlight & Lantern Company, Juniper Beans, Strathallan hotel, Terry Costrich, Tom
Frey and Jacqueline Cady, Gloria M. Weyerts, Tom Wahl’s, Wegmans Food Markets, Wendy’s
White Oak Nursery, Kevin Clar, William J. Young III, Genesee Country Village Inn, Genesee
Country Museum, Don Henderson, Peter Swift, Yockel Family, Wild Wools, Braddock Bay
Paddlesports and Susan Tallon Designs.

Thanks also to Trust volunteers: Lorna Wright, Donna Mummery, Melissa Lamphron,
Sandy Carbone, Andy Smith, Bill McIlvride, Cherie Harder, Kathryn Franz, Elizabeth
VonBacho, Colleen Roof, Tom Tette, Ann Baker and Geoff Poor. Very special thanks go 
to Karen Arbegast, John Morelli and Merri-Lou McKeever. ■

GENESEE LAND TRUST RECEIVES
HSBC FOUNDATION GRANT
A $10,000 grant from HSBC in the Community (USA) Inc. will support the Trust’s efforts 
to conserve wetlands, woodlands, and farmland in the greater Rochester area. 

“The HSBC bank’s foundation knows that land conservation is one important way of
enhancing the quality of life in local communities,” said Trust President Tom Tette. “We
are greatly appreciative of the bank’s commitment to our local efforts to preserve and
protect the natural habitats in the greater Rochester area.”

“The Genesee Land Trust has been a wonderful partner,” said Kenneth D. Bell, Rochester
regional president for HSBC Bank USA. “We are pleased to provide continuing support to a
local organization that has Rochester’s best interests at heart and whose priorities are so
well aligned with HSBC’s.” 

HSBC has undertaken “Investing in Nature,” a world-wide effort to conserve and improve
the environment. In the United States, HSBC has established its foundation, HSBC in the
Community (USA) Inc., with a philanthropic strategy focused primarily on two critical
issues, education and the environment. The bank has been serving customers in New York
state for over 150 years and has 47 branches in Rochester area. ■

FROM THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
Dear Members,

Great news! Our Trust’s effort to acquire
five acres of critical habitat along Braddock
Bay is a success.

Thanks to our partnership with the
Braddock Bay Bird Observatory, as well 
as considerable support from you, our
members, and from the Rochester Birding
Association, the habitat around Braddock
Bay and the Observatory’s research band-
ing station will be greatly enhanced.

Five more acres adjacent to Braddock
Bay in the Town of Greece—the most
important migratory bird stopover in 
the region and the hub of international
research—is a terrific addition to the 
1600 acres protected throughout the
greater Rochester area by Genesee Land
Trust. Thank you to all who supported
this project. What a great way for the
Trust to begin its 15th year!

In our spring newsletter look for more
details on the Braddock Bay acquisition
and other new important land preserva-
tion projects. Join us as we celebrate the
accomplishments of our first 15 years and
undertake new initiatives!

I invite you to share this newsletter
with a friend and to invite them to join
you in protecting the natural lands and
scenic spaces of our community.

Gay Mills AUCTION ACTION
Carolyn Hunt (left), Craig Smith and
Theresa Kusak-Smith socialize at the
annual auction in November.

WELCOME TO NEW 
MEMBERS . . .
Matt Bakker, David McInnis, Laurie and
Richard Fellows, Carol Schonblom, Tim
and Liz Wilder. ■



■■ YES, I’d like to preserve
wildlife habitat, farmland, 
and scenic vistas in the
Greater Rochester area!

■■  $1,000+
■■  $500 - 999
■■  $250 - 499
■■  $100 - 249
■■  $50 - 99
■■  $25 - 49

Your gift is deductible to the full extent
of the law. Member benefits include our
quarterly newsletter, invitations to
special events, and a GLT decal.

■■ I’ve enclosed a check made out to Genesee Land Trust
■■ Please charge my Visa/MasterCard (circle one) $ ____________________

Card # ______________________________________Exp. Date ____________

Signature________________________________________________________

Please send me:
■■ Information on volunteer opportunities.
■■ Information on how to protect my land.

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City ________________________State _____________ Zip ______________

Phone ___________________________

E-mail ___________________________
Mail to: GLT, 500 East Ave, Suite 200, Rochester, NY 14607. THANK YOU!

BECOME A MEMBER!

MEET THE BOARD:
MERRI-LOU MCKEEVER
Merri-Lou McKeever’s
involvement with
Genesee Land Trust
began with a social
invitation.

“My dear friend
Leslie Stevenson asked
me to come to the
annual fund-raiser
auction,” McKeever
recalls. Soon, she
found herself helping
with events and
becoming increasingly involved in the
organization, ultimately agreeing to serve
on the Board of Directors. GLT’s grass-
roots approach to land conservation
appealed to her.

“It’s a group that gets things done,” she
says. “GLT has local impact—you can go
and visit the preserves. The large, national
conservation groups get a lot of attention,
and they’re important, but there’s a need
to support efforts at the local level.”

In January, McKeever retired from a long
career with Eastman Kodak Co., where she
was general manager of the worldwide
presentation technologies group. It was a
position that afforded opportunities for
travel, which she enjoyed. At the moment,
she has no major plans for retirement
activities.

“I’m just going to enjoy the fact that 
I don’t have to work 10 hours a day,” she
says.

People who know her expect that she’ll
keep her days full, however. 

“Merri-Lou is one of the most down-to-
earth and hard-working people I know,”
says Margaret Potter, assistant director of
GLT. “She has great abilities and technical
expertise yet is willing to take on any job,
large or small. She worked all day in the
pouring rain at last year’s Native Plant
Sale and never lost her smile!” ■

SELECTING NATIVE PLANTS
The annual Native Plant Sale takes place on May
21 at the Brighton Town Hall. Rain or shine!

Merri-Lou
McKeever

PARTNERS PRESERVE FARMLAND
Nationwide, open land is being lost at the rate of 2 million acres per year, according to 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. In the Rochester metropolitan area, the amount of
developed land increased by nearly 22 percent from 1982 to 1997, a study by The Brookings
Institution revealed. 

As urban sprawl creeps ever closer, farmers experience mounting pressure to sell their
land and give up the business of agriculture. 

But farmers now have an alternative, thanks to state and federal farmland protection
programs, efforts of local municipalities and conservation organizations such as the
Genesee Land Trust. The programs fund the purchase of voluntary agreements, known 
as conservation easements, which keep the land permanently available for farming and
prevent its subsequent development, even if the farmer sells the land.

In the first months of 2005, the Genesee Land Trust joins the Town of Macedon in the
preservation of two farms: the 373-acre Jozwiak farm located on West Walworth Roads and
Route 350, and the 174-acre Marvin farm on Canandaigua Road. In 2003, the Trust and
the town to preserved the 556-acre Rogers farm.

“The Town of Macedon has demonstrated a true commitment to its agricultural heritage
and to preserving open space into the future,” says Gay Mills, executive director of the
Genesee Land Trust. 

In 1999, Macedon, at the urging of residents, adopted a master plan designed to protect
6,200 acres of farmland. Now the plan is a reality as individual farmers have investigated
the benefits and constraints of permanent conservation easements and have chosen to
preserve their farmland. To date, seven farms totaling more than 2,000 acres have been
preserved with additional proposals pending. 

“We wanted to preserve enough land in farming to make sure that agriculture could 
be a viable business for the next generation,” explains Macedon Town Supervisor Bill
Hammond, a farmer and participant in the program. “Farmers have reacted positively and
are supporting this.”

Most of the funding for protecting farmland in Macedon has come through New York State
Department of Agriculture and Markets (NYSDAM), which covers up to 75 percent of the
costs. Since the inception of the program in 1996, NYSDAM has awarded approximately $56
million to protect 22,000 acres on 115 farms in 15 counties. Additional funding comes from
the U.S. Department of Agriculture through its Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program.

Mills predicts that Macedon will be regarded as a town that anticipated the pressures of
development and embraced a master plan that would include farming as a future backbone
of its community, adding “its leadership is making a difference for all of us who appreciate
the rural landscape.” ■



NATURAL SELECTION
Wildflowers such as this bloodroot are
among the attractions of early spring
outings. Photo by Chris Young.

COMING EVENTS
Gardenscape 2005: Thursday through Sunday, March 17 – 20. The Greater Rochester’s annual flower and garden show takes
place at the Dome Arena, 2695 East Henrietta Road, Henrietta. GLT’s Educational Exhibit, located at Booth 96, includes a
Habitat Garden Tour raffle and highlights the Children’s Habitat Garden. Free admission goes to all volunteers. Call Margaret
Potter for info at 585-256-2130.

Evening Walk: 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. Friday, April 22. Join Martha Zettel on a spring night of discovery—frogs, toads, salamanders
and maybe woodcock—on her property in Rush. Wear boots and bring a flashlight and mosquito repellent. Meet at 677 Five
Points Road in the Town of Rush. Directions: From the intersection of Routes 15 and 251 near exit 11 on 390, go south on 15,
turn left onto Honeoye Falls-Five Points Road, and then right onto Five Points Road. No. 677 will be on the right.

Spring Walk at Brookdale Preserve: 10 a.m. Saturday, April 23. Join Preserve Stewards John Morelli and Melissa Lamphron
for an introduction to the preserve. Wear waterproof boots. Gather at the Brook Road parking lot for the Genesee Valley
Greenway trail. From the intersection of Ballantyne Road (Rt. 252) and Scottsville Road (Rt. 383) go south on Scottsville Road,
turn right on Brook Road and turn into the parking lot on the right.

Wildflower Walk at Ganargua Creek Meadow Preserve: 10 a.m. Sunday, April 24. Chris Young, GLT volunteer and habitat
gardener, is our guide in finding spring wildflowers. Directions: From Route 31 in Macedon turn south onto Route 306
(Wayneport Road). Turn east onto Wilkinson Road. At the crest of the hill, turn south onto Bunker Hill Drive and proceed
to the end: park at gravel area adjacent to the water tower. The preserve trail begins at this point. Boots, long pants and
binoculars are recommended. The wildflower walk will take place rain or shine.

New Trails at Corbett’s Glen Nature Park: 10 a.m. Saturday, April 30. Hike all of the new trails at Corbett’s Glen. Meet Trust
Board member Andy Wheatcraft and volunteer Jean Baric at the new parking lot on Penfield Road just a little east of the inter-
section of Landing Road. Explore the new trails and a variety of habitats on your way to visit the “Postcard Falls”, all part of the
Town of Brighton’s Corbett’s Glen Nature Park.

Mother’s Day Birding Field Trip at Amy’s Ponds: 7:30 a.m. Sunday, May 8. Join us and the Rochester Birding Association at
the private property of Janet and Bob Smith for spring migrants, early nesters and waterfowl. Meet at 484 Lake Road, Ontario.
Directions: Take Route 104 east to County Line Road. Go north till the road ends; turn right at Lake Road. You may park in the
Smith’s driveway, which is on the south side of Lake Road. Wear long pants, boots and bring binoculars.

International Migratory Bird Day Festival: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Saturday, May 14. Bird banding demonstrations, live birds of
prey, entertainment, bird walks, artwork, music, and more. Admission free. East Manitou Road at Lake Ontario State Parkway
in Greece.

Native Plant Sale: 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. Saturday, May 21, Brighton Town Hall, 2300 Elmwood Ave. Start your garden,
learn from the experts, and support the work of Genesee Land Trust! Rain or shine we’ll be there.

Open House, Crowfields, Town of Arcadia: 1 – 3 p.m. Sunday, May 22. Wear boots and long pants to explore the fields,
woods and wetlands preserved forever by Rebecca Kraai’s donation of a conservation easement to Genesee Land Trust. Still
private property, this open house is a special opportunity to visit this 100-acre site. Directions: Take Route 31 east to the
Town of Newark. Turn north on Route 88, go approximately 5 miles and then turn right onto Fairville Station Road. You will
cross railroad tracks and then Arcadia-Zurich-Norris Road. Look to the right for Genesee Land Trust signs. The drive takes
about an hour from Rochester.  

Backyard Habitat Garden Tour: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Saturday, June 18. Self-guided, self-paced tour features yards demonstrating
excellent wildlife habitat plantings. Tickets are $15 for non-members and $12 for GLT members and will be available this spring
at GLT headquarters, 500 East Ave., Rochester, and Wegmans Food Markets. Volunteer Garden Greeters are needed! Call Margaret
Potter at 585-256-2130.

Butterfly Walk at Amy’s Ponds: 10 a.m. Sunday, July 23. Take this maiden voyage in search of the butterflies of Amy’s
Ponds! Led by naturalists and butterfly experts Carol and David Southby, this expedition through woodlands, meadows and
along the ponds, will take place rain or shine. Long pants and appropriate foot gear are required as there is poison ivy. See
Mother’s Day event above for driving directions. ■



ART FROM THE HEART
Janet Smith’s paintings are on display
and for sale at the Genesee Land Trust
office, 500 East Ave., Rochester.
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ARTIST JANET SMITH SHARES 
MANY GIFTS WITH THE TRUST
For many years, early morning birders have enjoyed a Mother’s Day walk on the 200-acre
property of Janet Buchanan Smith, protected by a GLT conservation easement. Exploring
the woods, fields and ponds forming the wonderful habitats frequented by migratory birds
and home to a variety of wildlife, visitors can see the gift Smith has made to the future.
But visitors may not know that in addition to protecting her land forever, Smith is a
woman of many talents who gives to the Trust in myriad ways.

Besides being an accomplished pianist, Smith is a gifted painter. What started as casual
painting lessons grew to a vocation and Smith realized she had a good eye and was a natural
colorist. With the purchase of her property in Ontario in the early ’80s, this former subur-
banite found herself walking and riding through what she calls “wonderful wetlands.” 

She found a subject she loved—nature—and she would spend endless hours in the
woods and in her studio. Smith chose watercolors as the medium for expressing what she
saw in the woods, calling the paints “an extension of nature.”

Smith began donating her work to the GLT Auction several years ago, establishing
“Wetland Watercolors.” 

“I have such love for the land,” Smith says, “and great respect for the Land Trust.” Now
Smith’s work is on display and for sale at the GLT office at 500 East Ave., Rochester, with
all proceeds supporting GLT’s conservation efforts. Please call GLT at 585-256-2130 for
more information. 

The public will be able to visit Amy’s Ponds for the annual Mother’s Day Birding Trip at 7:30
a.m. Sunday, May 8, and again for the Butterfly Walk led by Carol and David Southby at 10
a.m. Sunday, July 23. The Land Trust thanks Janet Buchanan Smith for her generosity. ■


