
CLOSINGS OPEN THE DOOR 
FOR LAND PRESERVATION

GENESEE LAND TRUST CLOSES 
ON THREE LAND PROJECTS
In an unprecedented flurry of activity, the Genesee Land 
Trust completed the preservation of three diverse open 
spaces in early 2006—the largest number of closings in 
so short a time in the Trust’s history. The acquisitions 
include a conservation easement donated by Thomas 
and Georgia Gosnell on 68 acres of old growth woods in 
Webster, 14.5 acres of land owned by George Baist along 
Salmon Creek, and the permanent protection of 148 acres 
of farmland in Arcadia.
    Each of these acquisitions represents an important 
priority for the Genesee Land Trust: 1) Protecting vital 
natural habitat in the critical migratory bird area within 
a mile of Lake Ontario; 2) Preserving a wild place in 
the midst of a rapidly developing residential area by 
protecting both sides of Salmon Creek; and 3) Protecting 
both a property’s farming heritage and its future.

 “These three areas are all parts of a larger mosaic of natural lands and wildlife habitat 
throughout the greater Rochester region,” said Gay Mills, executive director of the Genesee Land 
Trust. “By preserving these pieces of the overall picture, we enhance the natural world—not only 
for wildlife, but for people to explore, enjoy, and work the land in a responsible, sustainable way.” 

GLTBoard of Directors
Lee Caine
Diane Cass
Roger Cass
Connie Ehindero
Tom Frey
Elthea King
Robert Kraus
Rick Marx
Jean Hutchinson McCreary
Merri-Lou McKeever
Randi Minetor
John Morelli
Colleen Roof
Tom Tette
Nancy Goodman Torpey
Andy Wheatcraft
Suzanne Wheatcraft

Advisory Board
Robert Avery
Nancy Bolger
Betsy Brooks
Bill Buckett
Nancy W. Dean
Richard Dollinger
Rachel Edwards
Tim Fitzgerald
Sandra Frankel
Margaret Freeman
Paul S. Goldberg
Mark Greene
Denise Heischman
Carol Hinkelman
Jim Howe
William C. Larsen
Jeff McCann
Jan Miller
Pat Pavelsky
Ned Roman
Maria Rudzinski
Anna Sears 
Lynn Slowik
Andy Smith
James Smith
Michael Smith
Kathy Spencer
John Witmeyer
Peter Woods

GLT MISSION STATEMENT THE GENESEE LAND TRUST PRESERVES AND PROTECTS LAND WITHIN THE GREATER ROCHESTER AREA, 
INCLUDING WATERWAYS, WETLANDS, FARMLAND, OPEN SPACE, FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITAT, AND SCENIC OR RECREATIONAL 
AREAS. THE TRUST DOES SO BY ACQUIRING PROPERTY OR DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS AND BY ASSISTING GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, 
INDIVIDUALS, AND PRIVATE GROUPS WITH THEIR OWN LAND PROTECTION EFFORTS. THE TRUST IS A TAX-EXEMPT, NOT-FOR-
PROFIT ORGANIZATION SUPPORTED BY MEMBERSHIP FEES, GRANTS, AND OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS. DONATIONS TO THE GENESEE 
LAND TRUST ARE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE.

 T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  G E N E S E E  L A N D  T R U S T

Published by the Genesee Land Trust, a Not-for-Profit Corporation    Winter 2006

(Continued on inside page)

With the completion of its purchase 
by the Land Trust, Salmon Creek 
Wetlands will remain wild in perpetuity. 
Photograph by Nigel Kent.
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GENESEE LAND TRUST EXTENDS A HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO . . . 

Walk-A-Thon For Genesee Land Trust: Casia Moffatt, Christine Moffatt, Arlene Moffatt. Mailing Parties: 
Karen Arbegast, Lorna Wright, Elthea King. Barbara Marino, Cherie Harder. Photography: Gloria Weyerts 
and Nigel Kent. Software for Web Hosting: David Thiel, Sr.v.p. Auragen Communications. Webmaster: 
Art Scissum Auction at Artisan Works: Sponsors Star Headlight & Southco Corp., Volunteers: Merri-
Lou Mckeever, Elthea King, Karen Arbegast, Cindy Kindle, Lorna Wright, Tom Frey, Tom Witt, Lee Caine, 
Becky Kraai, Cherie Harder, Donna Mummery, Roger Cass and the Rakes of Rochester, Diane Cass, Geoff 
Poor, Colleen Roof (for complete donor list go to geneseelandtrust.org). Annual Conservation Easement 
Monitoring: Lorna Wright. Habitat Gardening Club: Sara Rubin Pro-bono legal work: Peter Woods, ESL 
Federal Credit Union, Tim Fitzgerald, Harris, Beach LLP, Rick Leszyk Environmental Assessment: Rick 
Marx, Jason Zwetsch, New Land Management Committee Chair: Nancy Torpey CSA fundraising team: 
Suzanne Wheatcraft, Marianne Simmons, Kathryn Jensen, Elizabeth Henderson, Paula Vargas, Melissa Carlson 
Hipp Brook Preserve Stewards: Dave Ferriter, Fran Mccarthy, Elsa and Phil Schafer and Warren Elvin Eagle 
Scout: Dan Eder for the new kiosk at Ganargua Creek Meadow Preserve Eagle Scout coordinator for Island 
Cottage Woods: Dave Pawlak Donated Paintings: Janet Smith Land Protection Clark Wallace of the Trust 
for Public Land Maps: Scott Copey Organizational assessment: Henrietta Jordan of the Land Trust Alliance; 
BBBO/GLT Open House: Mark Deutschlander and all of the volunteer banders Girl Scout Cadet Troop #774: 
Co-leader Laurie Hummel, Lydia Hunt, Haley Newman, Jenna Mattina, Kaelan Fennell, Katie Strang, Danielle 
Phillips, Kaasha Saini, Mallory Ward, Victoria Lellis, Helaina Hummel, and Leader Carolyn Hunt. Bookkeeping 
Assistance: Tricia Carey Newsletter Editor: Randi Minetor Design: Windsor Street Design To The Trust 
members who participate in their employers’ Matching Gift Programs and to those foundations that 
support us: Bob and Pat Place, Chase Bank; Robert Stevenson, SPX Foundation; Robert and Kathryn 
Barrett, Exxon Mobil; Elaine King Bank of America; Robert and Hedy Marcotte, Gannett Foundation.

“Big Woods” in Webster protected 
 The “Big Woods,” a 68-acre stand of oak, hickory and hemlock—with trees estimated to 
be as much as 350 years old—was donated by the Gosnell family to the Town of Webster, 
along with a conservation easement to the Genesee Land Trust. Identified on the New York 
Directory of Ancient Forests, the Big Woods was one of the largest privately owned old 
growth woods in NY State. 
 Thanks to a partnership of the Trust for Public Land, the Town of Webster, and the 
Genesee Land Trust the permanent protection of this exemplary old growth forest close 
to Lake Ontario has been assured, with the Trust and the Town collaborating closely on its 
long-term maintenance and management. “The Genesee Land Trust is honored to carry on 
the legacy of the Gosnell family in protecting the Big Woods,” said Mills.
 The Town also purchased an adjacent 92 acres of woods and fields along Baker and Pellett 
Roads, and an additional 102 acres of open fields and wooded area owned by the Hale family. 
Webster will also manage this land as a passive nature preserve.

Purchase expands protection
 Genesee Land Trust secured a section of the Salmon Creek corridor in Greece with its 
purchase of 14.5 acres from George Baist, whose grandparents lived in the area for many 
years. The creek is part of a large wetland complex extending through the Towns of Parma 
and Greece to Braddock Bay and Lake Ontario. 
 The new property is adjacent to Genesee Land Trust’s first preserve and was historically 
a nesting site for the Black Tern, a New York State endangered species. Jay Greenberg, 
Rochester Birding Association board member, remembers the terns circling overhead as he sat 
on the deck of what is now Braddock Bay Paddlesports.
  In addition to its use by birds, the Salmon Creek corridor is prime habitat for many 
species of fish, and is used for fishing, hunting, canoeing and kayaking by area residents 
and visitors. The health of this and other wetlands in this area is critical to water quality 
and thriving wildlife.
 “The marshes along Salmon Creek used to be an area for the collection of Blue Flag, which 
were used in cemeteries, and for cattail heads, which were used as stuffing and insulation,” 
said Mills. “Thanks to the generous support of the Rochester Birding Association and our 
members, it will continue to be a productive piece of wilderness.”

Left: A fall warbler caught by mistnets at BBBO 
is banded by a skilled volunteer.

Right: The “Big Woods” protected by gifts to the 
Genesee Land Trust and the Town of Webster by 
Thomas and Georgia Gosnell. Photo by Bruce Gilman.

(Continued from front page) IN HONOR OF . . .
Marcianna Caplis for her birthday, from Rae 
Bolen; Raymond Neid for his birthday, from 
the family of Anthony Marino; John Keevert 
and Linda Hazel for their marriage, from 
Judith and Al Schwartz; Luther and Iris 
Miller, from each other, for their anniversary
Marvin Ritzenthaler, from Allen and Carol 
Schacht; Ann McNabb’s birthday, from Jim 
and Nancy MacWhinney. ■

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF . . .
Alan Hanford, from George and 
Kathryn Shaw. ■

PLEASE PLAN TO HELP
Late last spring, we learned of the passing 
of Regina “Jean” Bruns, a Trust member and 
enthusiastic volunteer. Subsequently, we 
received notice that Genesee Land Trust 
was a beneficiary of Ms. Bruns’ retirement 
account. Long-time member, Elizabeth J. 
Riedman also made a bequest to the Trust 
this year. Genesee Land Trust is honored 
by their gifts. 

For more information about how you can 
make a planned gift, call Gay Mills at 
585-256-2130. ■

(Continued next page) 



FROM THE PRESIDENT
We Are Well On Our Way…

 One of the pleasures of being board presi-
dent is that I get to deliver good news to the 
membership. I am happy to announce that the 
Genesee Land Trust’s Preserving Nature, Forever 
Campaign is making great progress; it’s on the 
mark. Preservation projects that were priorities 
are now coming under our protection. 
 This is happening because of the commit-
ment and generosity of individuals who care 
about the land around them. We are fortunate 
to have the incredible support and partnership 
of the Braddock Bay Bird Observatory and the 
Rochester Birding Association, as well as many 
of their members and our friends for the protec-
tion of migratory bird habitat. An outpouring 
of support for the Preserving Peacework project 
has come from the members of Genesee Valley 
Organic Community Supported Agriculture who 
care about local farms and sustainable farming 
and this special farm.
 We are well on our way toward achieving 
our $500,000 goal. Our gifts and pledges now 
exceed $340,000. Congratulations to all of you 
who have contributed to this progress!
 But obviously, we haven’t finished. Your 
support of this campaign is needed to preserve 
our treasured places.

GLT President 
Tom Tette 
and his sons 
Anthony 
and Tommy.

Local farmers will continue to till the soil organically 
at Peacework Farm. To learn more about joining GVOCSA 
for the next growing season, go to www.gvocsa.org.

Genesee Land Trust gratefully recognizes these supporters of our Preserving Nature. 
Forever. campaign. With their help, we continue to improve the quality of life in the 
Greater Rochester area.

$15,000+
Janet Buchanan Smith, Braddock Bay Bird Observatory, Jean Baric and Kevin Parker, 
Roger and Diane Cass, Rochester Birding Association, Andrew and Suzanne Wheatcraft, 
Anonymous (2)

$5,000 - $14,999
Constance Ann Collins, Nancy Allinger and Duane Basch, Robert and Pat Kraus, David 
Fergusson and Joyce Nakada, Philip and Elsa Schaefer, Anonymous

$1,000 - $4,999
Cenie Cafarelli, Bill and Rachel Edwards, Leo and Cynthia Kesselring, John and Jeanne 
Morelli, Thomas Tette, Jennifer Wiser, Merri-Lou McKeever, Mary Boite and Tom Hoag, Eric 
and Lee Caine, Ken and Melissa Carlson, Udo Fehn and Christine Long, Connie Ehindero, 
Thomas R. Frey, Gail and Peter Mott, Michael and Kathleen Terrillion, Jo Ann and Joseph 
Acarese, Mike Bohn and Genevra Piedmonte, Richard Brush, Cynthia Childs, Vincent and 
Christine Fayad, Genesee Ornithological Society, Roger Janezic and Lori Bryce, Rick and 
Kathryn Jensen, Elthea King, Rick Marx, Jean H. McCreary, Edward and Virginia Mills, 
Thomas Ruscitti, Marianne Simmons and Harry Murray, Anonymous (3)

$500 - $999
Elizabeth Gordon, Grace Sieberling and Ben Lichtin, Don and Donna Traver, Martha and 
Theresa Beddoe, M. Eileen Brophy, Jennifer Colby, Michael Fallat and Jenny Spiece, Donald 
and Hariette Ginsberg, James and Carolyn Hunt, John E. Keevert, Hugh and Barbara 
Mitchell, Neil Seely and Elizabeth Neureiter-Seely, Ellen and Matthew Soffa, Silvia Sörenson 
and James Fry, Matthew Belanger and Carol McKenna, Ann H. Stevens and William 
Shattuck, Anne Whitman, Anonymous

Additional contributions to Preserving Nature. Forever. will be acknowledged in a future newsletter.

PRESERVING NATURE. 
FOREVER.

Peacework Farm: A new kind of 
preserve
 Sustaining the area’s native species of 
flora and fauna is certainly a primary goal 
of land preservation—and at Peacework 
Farm, this goal goes hand in hand with 
organic agriculture, a practice that 
helps sustain human health as well 
as healthy land.
 The land’s owner, Rebecca Kraai; the 
Peacework farmers, Elizabeth Henderson, 
Greg Palmer, Ammie Chickering and Katie 
Lavin; and the Genesee Valley Organic 
Community Supported Agriculture (GVOCSA) 
members turned to the Genesee Land Trust 
in early 2004 for assistance in ensuring 

that this land would be farmed into the 
future in a healthy and sustainable man-
ner . . . and in January, the Trust closed its 
purchase of 140 acres of this land. 
 An innovative, long-term agreement with 
the farmers gives them the authority to 
manage the current vegetable ground and 
hay fields for organic farming. “We will 
create a nature preserve there as well, 
including some very lovely woods, a long 
stretch of Ganargua Creek corridor, wet-
lands and ponds,” said Mills.
 “We are very excited about how this 
project has pulled together so many people 
to make it happen, especially the generous 
members of the GVOCSA who stepped for-

ward in support, the farmers and the Trust 
board members who worked so hard to 
create a workable agreement, and Rebecca 
Kraai, who gave us the opportunity,” said 
Mills. “The Peacework acquisition guar-
antees that this land will continue to be 
farmed sustainably, and that people in 
this community will continue to see vistas 
of open space and farmland—things that 
are part of the deep history of our region’s 
land use.” ■

(Continued from previous page) 

PRESERVING NATURE. FOREVER.
THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE GENESEE LAND TRUST

Woodlands ✳ Wetlands ✳ Habitat ✳ Farmland



Left: Cadette girl Scout Troop 774 from 
Pittsford Middle School helped restore the 
Manitou Beach Road property last fall.

Right: Members of the Rochester Birding 
Association planted 100 native trees and 
shrubs at Manitou Beach Road on October 1.

MANITOU BEACH ROAD: 
NATIVE HABITAT RESTORED WITH 
HELP FROM MANY VOLUNTEERS
Fall is a great time for planting, and volunteers of all ages helped at the Manitou Beach 
Road property in Greece. A work party organized by the Rochester Birding Association 
(RBA) brought out 30 folks on a lovely October day to plant 100 native trees and shrubs, 
construct wire cages to protect the trees from the deer and spread seed of native plants. 
Our goal: Create habitat that is attractive to migrating and resident birds. 
 Bob Mauceli, President of RBA, rallied members of RBA, the Braddock Bay Bird 
Observatory and the Trust with bagels, coffee and his hardworking example. Jim Engel of 
White Oak Nursery and Chris Gates, a neighbor and BBBO member, provided native trees 
and shrubs. The Town of Greece provided the mulch, soil and wood chips. Thank you to: 
John Boettcher, Roger and Diane Cass, Gary Chapin, Jon Dombrowski, John Funt, Sharon 
Galbraith, Sheryl Gracewski, Jay Greenberg, Judy Gurley, Amy Kahn, John Lehr, Joyce 
Leimberger, Steve Maley, Ferne Merrill, Tom Nash, John Olson, Norma Platt, Bill Powell, 
Dominic Sherony, Dave Strong, Jerry Sullivan, Jo Taylor, and Tom Witt.
 Tom Witt returned a few weeks later to supervise Cadette Girl Scout Troop 774 from 
Pittsford Middle School, who spread wood chips around each of the trees. 
 Genesee Land Trust has also entered into an Adopt-A-Natural Resource Stewardship 
agreement with the New York State Department of Conservation (DEC) to steward the DEC-
owned woods adjacent to the Manitou Beach Road property.  Look for opportunities to join 
Jim Engel and the Trust in the removal of non-native plants and in seeding the area with 
native species. ■

LAND TRUST 
ALLIANCE RALLY, 
MADISON WISCONSIN, 
OCTOBER 2005
More than 1,800 conservationists from 
around the country came together for 
The National Land Conservation 
Conference, including Genesee Land 
Trust executive director Gay Mills, Andy 
Wheatcraft, board member and chair of 
the development committee and Suzanne 
Wheatcraft, board vice president. Sonya 
and Carl Christensen and Kathy Rivera, 
volunteers in the Urban Trail Project, also 
attended the conference through a grant 
to the Trust from the Rochester Area 
Community Foundation.
 Sonya Christensen was impressed by 
the level of commitment and passion 
her fellow conservationists shared and 
their work of “preserving livable spaces 
for multiple uses.” Christensen attended 
workshops on urban land conservation 
and learned about community garden 
and pocket park projects in Chicago, 
Los Angeles, Vancouver, Milwaukee 
and Madison. She came away with 
renewed admiration for the Parks and 
Environmental Services Departments of 
the City of Rochester. “I was reminded of 
the importance of inclusiveness, of estab-
lishing a true sense of ownership in the 
projects from the low-income residents to 
the top rung, inviting all to be a part of 
the decision making process,” she said. 
“We must keep up the good fight.”

Land Trust Alliance Rally 2006 takes place 
in Nashville, TN, Oct. 12- 15.

RECENTLY AWARDED GRANTS
Natural Resources Conservation Service Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program: 
The Trust has been awarded $157,955 toward the purchase of conservation easements on two 
farms, totaling 250 acres, in the Town of Walworth, and jointly with the Town of Ontario, 
$230,512 toward the purchase of a conservation easement on a 300-acre farm on Lake Road. 

HSBC Foundation: Awarded July 2005, this $10,000 HSBC In The Community Grant is part 
of its “Investing in Nature,” a worldwide effort to conserve and improve the environment. 
HSBC has donated $40,000 in the last four years to the Trust. 

New York State Conservation Partnership Program: The Program, administered by the Land 
Trust Alliance Northeast Program with support from the State of New York, awarded a $5000 
Conservation Transaction Grant supporting the 2004 Manitou Beach Road acquisition.

Norcross Wildlife Foundation: The Trust was awarded $3,000 for a new computer 
and workstation. Arthur Norcross who founded Norcross Greeting Card Company, 
created a wildlife sanctuary on his childhood “stomping grounds:” the family’s 
100-acre woodlot/pasture. 

Captain Planet Foundation: The Foundation, an initiative of the Turner Foundation, 
funds hands-on environmental projects for children and youth throughout the United 
States and internationally. A $500 Captain Planet Foundation Grant helped fund The 
Children’s Habitat Garden at Durand Eastman School in East Irondequoit.

Women’s Club of Pittsford: The Club awarded the Trust $350 for the purchase of a 
fireproof file cabinet. Maintaining permanent records is a critical element of the Trust’s 
commitment to preserving nature forever. 

L-R: Andy Wheatcraft, Kathy Rivera, Sonya 
Christensen, Suzanne Wheatcraft and Carl 
Christensen attended the 2005 rally.



COMING EVENTS
GLT Habitat Gardening Club Presents: “The Trials, Tribulations and Ultimate Rewards...
Of Landscaping A Yard For Birds” a conversation with author, Bob Marcotte: Wednesday, 
March 15 – 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Penfield Library. D&C staff writer and author of “Birds of the 
Genesee” will share his experiences creating a wildlife habitat in his backyard. Learn how he 
“kissed his lawnmower good-bye!” Event is free and open to the public. Marcotte will show 
photos of his garden’s evolution and will take questions. Free and open to the public this 
lecture will take place at the Penfield Town Library, 1985 Baird Road, off of Route 441.

Evening Walk: Friday, April 21, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. Join Martha Zettel on a spring night of 
discovery—frogs, toads, salamanders and maybe woodcock—on her property in Rush. Wear 
boots and bring a flashlight and mosquito repellent. Directions: From the intersection of 
Routes 15 and 251 near exit 11 on 390, go south on 15, turn left onto Honeoye Falls-Five 
Points Road, and then right onto Five Points Road. Meet at No. 677 on the right. 

Wildflower Walk at Ganargua Creek Meadow Preserve: Saturday, April 22, 10:00 a.m. 
Join us on a hillside of spring wildflowers. Directions: From Route 31 in Macedon, turn south 
onto Route 306 (Wayneport Road). Turn east onto Wilkinson Road. At the crest of the hill, 
turn south onto Bunker Hill Drive: park at gravel area adjacent to the water tower. Boots, 
long pants and binoculars are recommended. The wildflower walk will take place rain or shine.

Work Party at Ganargua Creek Meadow Preserve: Saturday, April 29, 9 a.m. Work to 
install posts and GLT signs at each corner of the Preserve will be led by Peter Henry. Volunteers 
should meet at the main entrance on Victor Road.

Work Party at Corbett’s Glen: Saturday, April 29, 10 a.m. Led by Bill Burke, volunteers 
should meet at the Glen Road entrance. Watch GLT and Town of Brighton Websites soon for 
more info.

May Day Celebration at Peacework Farm – Sunday, April 30, 2:00 - 6:00 p.m. (rain date 
Sunday, May 7) Join in the fun with the Peacework farmers and Genesee Valley Organic 
Community Supported Agriculture families. Hike in the wildflower-filled woods, explore the 
farm on a hayride and celebrate spring by dancing around the May Pole.

Corbett’s Glen Bird Walk: Thursday, May 4, 7:30 a.m. Join Dave Strong of the Rochester 
Birding Association for a look at spring migrants at Corbett’s Glen Nature Park. Meet at the 
Linden Oaks Medical Campus Surgery Center, #10 Linden Avenue, at 7:30 a.m. to carpool over. 
For other RBA Birding field trips all across the region, including Island Cottage Woods, go to 
www.rochesterbirding.com

Birding Field Trip at Amy’s Ponds & Hunnert Acre Woods: Sunday, May 7, 7:30 a.m. 
Join GLT and the Rochester Birding Association at the private property of Janet and Bob Smith 
for spring migrants, early nesters and waterfowl. Meet at 484 Lake Road, Ontario. Directions: 
Take Route 104 east to County Line Road. Go north till the road ends; turn right onto Lake 
Road. Turn right into the Smiths’ driveway. Parking provided. Wear long pants and boots and 
bring binoculars.

The Fifth Annual Native Plant Sale, Brighton Town Hall, 2300 Elmwood Ave: Saturday, 
May 20, 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. Start your garden while giving to a good cause! Wide variety of 
native plants, shrubbery, trees, herbs, water garden plants will be sold. Native plant and land-
scaping experts will be there to answer your questions. Land trust items for sale plus tickets 
to the Backyard Habitat Tour! For information or to volunteer, call Margaret at 256-2130.

The Backyard Habitat Tour: Saturday, June 24, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Penfield, Pittsford, 
Rochester and Chili are among the locales are among the locales of this year’s tour. Two wild 
properties and a secret habitat paradise in the heart of the city are among the many treats. 
Two habitat-landscaping consultants will explain their work at two of this year’s seven tour 
gardens. Plus we’re planting habitat garden at 500 East Avenue! An excursion to the Wild 
Iris Path at the Trust’s Hipp Brook Preserve will round out the day. Tickets will be sold at 
all Wegmans Food & Pharmacy stores and at the Trust office at 500 East Ave. For information 
or to volunteer, call Margaret at 256-2130.

ANNUAL AUCTION AT 
ARTISAN WORKS
Summer temperatures added to the party 
atmosphere on auction night, November 5. 
High bidding helped raise $9,000. Genesee 
Land Trust thanks its generous sponsors, 
Star Headlight and Southco, Inc., and 
our donors and volunteers, especially 
Merri-Lou McKeever and Cindy Kindle. 
See the full list of contributors by visiting 
www.geneseelandtrust.org and click on 
“Recent Activities.”

Gardens on the 2006 
Backyard Habitat 
Tour promise to be 
as spectacular as ever.

Cindy Kindle (left), Gay Mills and Lorna 
Wright handle guest check-in at the 
November 5 auction.

Leslie Apetz, Barbara and Richard Bobowski, 
Marcianna Caplis, Mary Coupe, Deborah Cowan, 
Joanne Day, Jonathan Dubner, Sheila Ferraro, 
Jane Frey, Victoria Korth, David Larson and 
Harriet Heller, Arlene Moffatt, Raymond Neid, 
Greta Aiju Niu, Leo Petix, Ronald Rockwell, 
Tom Ryther, Robert Stevens, Sr., Laurie 
Symonds, Patricia Van Zandt, Ann Marie and 
Joseph Walczyk, Nancy and Charles Watts, 
Mervyn and Jane Weerasinghe, Carol and 
Michael Wilke, Virginia Wilterdink, Jim Wood, 
Victor Owen Yates and Nancy Jennifer Yates

WELCOME TO 
NEW MEMBERS . . .
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TEEN VOLUNTEER RAISES OVER 
$1,000 TO BENEFIT THE TRUST
Casia Moffatt’s dream of “doing something to help the environment” came true on Saturday, 
September 24, when the Walk-A-Thon for Genesee Land Trust, which took place at Ellison 
Park, raised more than $1,000. 
 Old members and new, Moffatt’s classmates and friends enjoyed a jog or a more leisurely stroll 
in the park on a lovely, sunny day, raising funds through pledges of $2 and up per mile. The 
two-mile or four-mile trails were marked with green ribbons by Moffat, while her grandmother 
and mother, Arlene and Christine Moffat, got into the act by bringing baked goods, soft drinks 
and bottled water. While teens snacked, gearing up for the walk, Casia delivered a straight-
from-the-heart speech on why Genesee Land Trust is important to all of us. 
 This young woman’s enthusiasm and desire to help first came to the attention of Executive 
Director Gay Mills last spring, when Moffatt called the office to inquire about volunteer 
opportunities. Soon she found herself accompanying Mills on field trips to potential easement 
properties, standing in shoulder-high cornfields and loving every minute of it. 
 Next Moffatt tackled the task of archiving all the Trust’s press clippings and photos from 
2005. Later, during a bulk mailing party, Moffatt expressed her desire and confidence that 
she could organize a special event to raise funds: a Walk-A-Thon.
 Assistant Director Margaret Potter leapt at the opportunity to embrace this young woman’s 
enthusiasm, and gave her a bulleted list of “Things To Do.” 
 One by one, Casia completed the list of duties, including meeting with the Rochester Area 
Community Foundation for support, convincing her tennis coach to have the team use the 
walk as a practice, collecting pledges, hanging posters, sending emails to Trust volunteers 
and teaching her friends about the land trust concept. By the end of the day, this industri-
ous young adult had something to shout about: She had raised more than $1,000 for Genesee 
Land Trust. 
 “Casie is the kind of young person that makes one feel optimistic about the future,” said 
Potter. “Genesee Land Trust is fortunate to have Casia on our team.” ■

Casia Moffatt’s spirit and enthusiasm 
helped raise $1,000 in September.


